Sob Couisidine 



• • ;1 

f.»v . ■- 

MAY. 2 1973 



SFtxamiqfir . ■ 

Bugged Again by 
Friends of a Sort 

Po^ve me for returning to a toeme fliat has bugged t 
n mars quite the word — and dismayed me daring the 
unpeeiing of the randd Watergate case. It has to do with 
the mtervention of “friends” of some of the accused. 

* 1 . “re supplying a considerable porfion of all 

Of toe hmd news that has surfaced in the newspapen and . 
on toe air. With “fiiends” Bke that, toe suspects imw will 
have to worry about making enemies. 

. 1 . one of toe more explosive moments of 

the cnsi^very-day story was the announcement that ' 
former Attorney General John MitcheU had told “friends” 
toat sure, he had heard about the plans to deflower Larry 
O Bnea s domain but that he had righteously nixed it. This 
infonnation was not attributed to Mitchell himself. It I 
came tom persons characterized simply as his “friends ’’ ’ ' 
.iTf Mitchell had testified earlier under . 

oath that he had never heard of the sordid plot Now his ^ 
friCTds were making him sound like a perjurer — and 
peipurers have been known to go to prison, a most 
unhappy habitet for an esteemed man whose job it was to ■ 
send convicted scoundrels there. 
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. PATRICK GRAY, who either withdrew or was ' 

. ^™“rewn as J. Rdgar Hoover's successor, also has toe I 
misf^ne to have fiends.” His “frioids? happUyl 
n^tod^that Gr^, Eke a dummy, destroyed toe mes 
^zed tom the office of convicted Watergate bngster E. J 

put it this way: 

- ■» . under dose questioning by friends has 

tosisted that neither (John V) nor (S D ) 

nitormed of what was in the Hrat fto 
SteS^.”^® destroyed them without examining their , 

U of a cynicism toat could dump dozens 

I 97 S to^tonT ejections of 

197^ and toe top banana votmg of 1376. It smacks also of 

crime, m relation to a man who was within indies of 

fese vital uS^tha 

^e^oni^.” ^ brought him under “close ' 

„ WebstM*s New Collegiate Dicfionary seems alreadv 

nS®p“^"or s^e 

It occ^ that in Washin^n these days the only 



friends the Watergate principals seem to have are their 
traditional “best friends” — their dog^ Tve heard of dogs 
biting their masters in a fit of ri^teousness or hunger, but 
never heard of a dog turning him into a grand jury. 
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SOME PEOPLE STILL TUiNK of Watergate as a 
caper, not a calamity that may have destroyed great 
reputations and pulled the rug from under a President who 
worked wonders in Peking and Moscow and hopes to do 
the same in Tokyo and the capitals of Europe. . ^ 

F^ow wrote to the editor of the N. Y. DaUy News^ f 
*T[*m fflck of Watergate. Football teams have spies, 
industries spy on one another, and the U. spies op 
Russia. Why can't the GOP spy on Democrats. If 
. President Nixon j^rsonally had a hand in Watergate, it* 

* wouldn’t change my regard for him.” 

^ A friend of a friend writes, “Why don’t you press 
guys stop beUyaching about Watergate? When the Penta- 
, gon Papers were stolen, copied, and ^tributed surrepti- 
tiously, you guys all applauded that particular crime. 
Wouldn’t surprise me a bit if it turns out that it was the 
Democrats who really bugged the place, just so they could 
expose it and blame it on the other fellows.” 

It takes all kinds . . . 



